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THE ANCHOR
"We have this hope as an anchor for the soul, firnt and secure." Hebrews 6:19
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Mission Statement

The mission of the Alaska Christian
Ministry to Seafarers is to establish and

maintain a ministry of service to the
seafarers calling on AIaska ports. This

includes ministry to their physical,

emotional and spiritual needs consistent
with the Word of God as taught in the
Bible and revealed in Jesus Christ
through His life and the Holy Spirit.

ACMS is a non-profit corporation run by

a board of volunteer directors. All

directors and volunteers of the
organization shall be eligible to serve if
they know the Lord Jesus Christ as their
personal Savior and are active in a local

church body. Volunteers come from
churches world-wide. Members of the
board are Karl Bengtson, Bruce

Laughlin, George Reichman, Burt

Speath, and Ron Tan. Scott Johnson is

the director o{ the missions in Seward

and Whittier.

Seward Seaman's Mission

Scott Johnson
Box 27 42

Seward, AK99664
phone orfax: (907)224 8482
E-mail: russell.scott.i@gmail.com

Anchorage Contact:
Joe and Jeannette Seale
P.O. Box 143316 Anchorage, AK

99s1 4-331 6 (907 ) 240-7 03s
E-mail: sealejoe@yahoo.com

Our Website:

Facebook:
www.{acebook.com/aksea mission
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The Apostle Poul declored "For I know that this will turn out for my

deliveronce through your proyer ond the supply of the
Spirit of Jesus Christ, occording to my eornest expectotion ond

hope..." Philippians I :19-20

Pleose proy for us! 6od moves on your prayers to moke o

diff erence in our ministering ond service to the thousonds of
selafare?s coming to Alosko this 2023 seoson. We will be greeting
countless new seafarers from dozens of notions working their
first controct, shoring the lite-giving gospel of Jesus Christ,
teoching the Word of God in church services, driving thousonds
of miles on hozordous mountoin highwoys with crozy tourist
traflic, counseling homesick seafarers too feorful to shore with
colleogues on boord, fighting personol fatigue,preparing and

se?ving doily meols, ond many unforeseen ministry challenges.We
. seek to do it oll f or the blessing of the seoforers ond the glory
of God. Thonk you in odvonce for your prayersl

A Taste of Home by scou lohnson

Serve the Lord with Gladness Ps lOO:2

A signoture charocteristic of the ACMS is our fresh boked

cookies. Fresh baked cookies make the mission building smell

delicious. They give the entire mission a tasfe of home when you

get greeted with a warm welcome ond a freshly baked cookiel

One se-afarer last summer commented, "Eoting these fresh
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cookies is like a drug oddictionl I can't stop eating them!" A volunteer fomily for mony years mixed up oll
cookie dough botches eachyear. Then loter, churches and individuols would regulorly contribute botches
of dough throughout the summer seoson. Severaly?a?s ago,with fhe increasednumber of ships ond
before the summer cruise season storted, webegan mixing up all our
dough in sessions with volunteers. This year in Morch, over o two-
doy period, a dozen devoted volunteers gathered in a home ond oll
our needed cookie dough wos mixed ond pockaged in gollon zip lock
plostic bogs. we enjoyed o wonderful time of fellowship and service.
Each filled bog contoins o double botch of cookie dough ond weighs 5
pounds. wemadeup 146 double botches resulting in73o pounds of
frozen cookie dough. Eoch double botch mokes opproximot ely 5-6
dozen cookies. we trusf Godwill use our 9000 fresh boked cookies
this summer to minister to mony seafarers coming to the mission.

Sprucing up the Seward Mission by scou tohnson

whotever your tosk, work heortily, os serving the Lord ond not men... col 3:23

Eoch spring the entire Seword Seamon's Mission building,
gordens ond grounds must be cleaned, raked, ond prepored
f or lhe summer seoson. Normolly, my wif e ond f will toke
our time and do it in progressive stoges for our exercise.
However this spring, the Alosko winter hos gona on ond on
ond on. The snow and cold extended long into April leoving
yord and gordens covered with snow.6od grociously
provided volunteers from the Kenoi Fjord Tours compony
just ot the right time. With the compony worehouse ond
housing directly ocross the street , we have become f riends

and neighbors with many of thenew seasonalworkers. oneworker organizeda ctew to come on their doy
off tohelp clean up the mission grounds. Four individuols from four stotes (Mississippi, fndiano, Florida,
ond Colifornio) diligently roked the lowns, cleaned gardens, high-pressure woshed the decks, and
organized out buildings.We ended the day eating fresh smoked solmon ond moose burgers with two
volunteers agreeing "we sure don't need to go to the gym todoyl" W e are so thonkf ul f or our mony
volunteers!

1801000 Miles of Service by scou Johnson

The ACMS seeks diligently to toke good care of our three tronsportotion vehicles, but every so
often an older mission von needs to be replaced. Ihis wos one of those yeors when we despe:rately
needed to reploce the old 2003 Mozdo minivon with 190,000 miles. 6od
provided $30,000 funding through the rrF seafarers'Trust gront program
to purchose o used 2019 Hondo odyssey. Their website reods as follows
"rhe seoforers' Trust vision is to be the leader in promoting ond improving
the wellbeing ol seaforers worldwi de. we envisoge a world where all
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seaforers ore heolthy, hoppy ond hove decent work." The ITF Seafarers'Trust, o UK chority
estoblished in 1981, f unds progroms thot odvonce the wellbeing of moritime workers, seoforers, ond

their fomilies.We are funded by the Trust's own copitol funds, ond by the investment income of the
Welfare Fund ot the fnternationol Tronsport Workers Federotion, o globolfederotion of tronsport
workers' unions with over 20 million worker members. The Trust is limited to supporting projects,
which directly benefit individuol seafarers spirituol, morol, or physicol welfare. We thonk Oodf or
their generosity as they hove provided our mission with funds in the post for the purchase of our
building, and loter odding oportments to the building, ond o previous vehicle purchose.

Repositioning Ships by teanneue seate

"Welcomeoneonother,therefore, osChrisf hoswelcomedyou, forthe gloryof 6od. Romonsl5t7

fn Morch we seriously stort thinking obout the ships coming back, receiving guick notes ond photos from
crew members who are looking forword to "coming home" to the mission. Recently Joe ond I experienced
the 15 hour time change from Singopora to Anchorage ond we hove hod doys of confusion over body time
ondclocktime.Whotdothe crewexperienceas theshipssoilto different partsof theworld?

Some ships return to Europe from Florido. Some ships thot havebeen cruising in Antorctico soil up the
west coast to spend their summers in Alosko. Ships soilfrom Asio to the west coost of the US ond

Conodo. One guick look of a time clock opp ond we can discover thot cruising from Asio to Voncouver for
the Alasko seoson not only involves 6 hours oheod but olso o doy is lost. Soiling to the Mediterroneon
from Florido involves 6 hours oheod. every doy when the crew owoken they must odjust to the time
change.Infive doys during o crossinq, theyhave lost or gained one hour eoch doy! This is extremely hold
on wotch keepers on the bridge or engine room os they work a four-hour shift. As they soil, their hours
to be owake and osleep change dromotically. One experienced crew member used the term "brutol" for
this odventure.

For the crew thot toke the ship from point A to point B, they have experienced not only time zone
struggles but temperoture chonges. Some crew coming to Alasko for the first time do not hove o
sweater or jocket because they hove not experienced o cold climote bef ore. We olwoys must be olert to
seetheseofarer that visits the mission the first time in the roin without o jocket or hot. Weneedtobe
ready to help with this very personal need.

The crew who joins the ship in Voncouver after flying from Mumboi or Jokorto, or the Philippines travel
more thon 24 hours to join the ship. After orriving ot their destinotion , they have 4-5 hours in o hotel to
sleep bef ore the agent collects them ond dalivers them to their ship. They are expected to change into
their uniforms ond report to work immediotely. No one has o day or two to recover from the travel
fatigue. Mony doys wehear stories of lengthy ond difficult trovel. Lord, pleose give us wisdom,

discernment, compossion, ond empothy to meet their needs.



//The aim of our charge is love that issues from o pure heart ond o good conscience and sincere faith. For to
this end we toil ond strive, because we hove our hope set on the living God, who is the Sovior of oll men,
especiolly of those who believe." I Tim. 1:5;4:10

The relreat center lobby in Singopore was f illed with loughter and hugs as we gothered for the f irst
time in 6 years. Port chaploins came from fndonesio, Philippines, Singopore, Conada,US, Germany,
Holland, and Australio with stories to share, both the triumphs and trogedies. Our discussions cenlered
on our personol wolks with Jesus ond the two ospacts thot port choploins deal with daily: evangelism ond

discipleship. Most port choplains deal with tonkers and freighters, centering on evangelism os they rarely
see the seomon again. Discipleship is importont, ond if we do not see the seafarer again or have on emoil
contoct, discipleship is left up to 6od. We con moke sure the seofarer hos o Bible in his first language
ond Bible studies or good biblicol books to reod, but our moin job is to be seed planters. God will give the
growfh. May we olways ?emember the lessons we learned ond do our utmost to shore Christ to those with
whom we come in contact.

Onevery speciol friend flew from the Philippines. About 30 yeors ago,hehad
been a plumber on o HAL ship coming into Seword. The Christ ian Chief Engineer
hod brought him guite ogoinst his will, to the Seomon's Mission. He could not
soy "no" to his bossl Eventuolly he come to trust Christ os his Sovior, guit the
ships, went to Bible school in the Philippines, ond is o postor of o thriving
church. The church is busy re.aching out to outlying villoges with the gospelof
Jesus Christ.

Joe ond I hod the privilege of inviting Coptoin Piet Sinke, os o speciol guest to
one of the sharing sessions. He is o retired oceangoing tugboot coptoin who
publishes the Moasmond Moritime email newsletter with o circulotion of 45,000
7 days aweek. He spoke obout the importonce of current seaforing news which
his newsletter provides and how we all work together to moke lifebetter for
seoforers.

Other guests were Captain Abhishek Asija, with his wife Namrato, whom Joe and f
knew as o Chief Officer on contoiner ships colling into Anchorage 20 years ago. He
now lives in Singopore ond is the Monaging Director of theV Group of ships,
overseeing 600 ships ond 40,000 crew.He olso stressed how imporfant sealarer
missions were for him during the covid pondemic.
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